The role of surgery in the management of septic shock--extra-abdominal causes of sepsis.
Septic shock is a severe inflammatory response to one or more pathogenic micro-organisms. When a person's immune response is excessively intense, a cascade of phenomena may be activated that ultimately is harmful. Appropriate management of septic shock may include surgical intervention to remove or neutralize the septic focus in an effort to treat the inflammatory response cascade. This is the first of two articles presenting current information on the role of surgery in the management of a patient with septic shock. This article describes extra-abdominal sources of sepsis.